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disintegration hardly less than that of Turkey the Pan-slavist idea
was worked.
Austria-Hungary's outlook was mainly defensive, though she
had also certain appetites—e.g. that (which set her against the
Greeks) for Salonica. Her concern was to keep the Balkan States
small and weak, that they might not divide and despoil her. For
two of them had large irredentas within her borders. Transyl-
vania, though diversified by German and Magyar colonists, was
really aRuman country; and in the Banat of Temesvar, Croatia,
Southern Dalmatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina were comprised
more Serbs than in Serbia herself, besides the natural sea outlets,
of which the small kingdom was deprived. The other Southern
Slavs in that Monarchy were nearly related; while the Czechs in
the north were extremely Russophile. The two ruling races, the
Austro-Germans and Magyars, were mutually hostile, and only
held together by fear of Russia and desire to dominate the other
elements—both passions being peculiarly strong among the
Magyars. The Balkan policy of the Monarchy was to maintain
Turkey, as a bulwark against Russia and the Slavs generally; to
keep Serbia small and land-locked, and, if a chance offered, to
fall on and crush her; and to work towards Salonica by economic
penetration. There was an alliance with Rumania, but, owing to
Transylvania, no cordiality. The sole Balkan people friendly to
Austria-Hungary had been the Bulgarians; for they had not an
irredenta under her flag. But her long failure to prevent Turkey
from massacring their fellow Bulgars in Macedonia and Thrace
had driven them at last, despite Magyar-loving Tsar Ferdinand,
into the arms of Russia and Serbia; with the results that we
have seen.
These results, then, were not merely a triumph of Christian
liberators over Turks, but a victory for Russia in the Balkans, and
a blow for Austria-Hungary. But behind the latter stood Ger-
many, the 'brilliant second9 who in 1908-9 had enabled her to
defy Russia and put down Serbia in the Bosnian crisis. Germany
could not afford to desert Austria, her one firm ally in Europe;
and besides she had interests and ambitions of her own. We saw
earlier how the Berlin-to-Bagdad idea was started in the nineties,
and evolved towards that of creating a solid block of German in-
fluence from the Baltic to the Persian Gulf. In this gigantic con-
ception key parts were assigned to Austria—cast out from Ger-
many proper, but remaining a spear-head of 'Germanism*

